Eni and Coldiretti sign their first agreement to cultivate
agricultural biogas
Lodi, 25 January 2019 – An alliance has been formed by Eni and Coldiretti to develop the Italian
agricultural biomethane supply chain and make mobility more sustainable from a circular
economy perspective. Eni and Coldiretti signed the collaboration agreement with the aim of
developing an advanced Italian supply chain of biomethane produced from waste for use within
the transport sector, leveraging the waste and byproducts that are produced from agriculture
and livestock. The memorandum of understanding was signed in Lodi at the Padano
Technology Park by the President of Coldiretti, Ettore Prandini, and the Chief Officer of Eni
Refining & Marketing, Giuseppe Ricci, in the presence of the Under-secretary to the Presidency
of the Council, Guido Guidesi. Eni and Coldiretti announced their goal to create the first supply
network of agricultural biomethane "from field to pump", aiming to produce 8 billion cubic metres
of "green" gas by 2030 and helping the environment.
Eni's Chief Refining & Marketing Officer Giuseppe Ricci said, "We consider our continued
initiatives around sustainable mobility as diversifying our offer, particularly through our focus on
biofuels that reduce environmental impact, and this is why we have already converted two
traditional refineries into bio-refineries where our Eni diesel+ biofuel is produced. For this
reason, we are strengthening our network of compressed and liquefied gas service stations,
where the replacement of natural gas with biomethane marks another important step towards
the decarbonization of transport. The agreement with Coldiretti will allow for further integration
across the entire production chain, representing a great opportunity for integrated sustainable
development: not only environmentally, but also from an economic and social standpoint."
Coldiretti President Ettore Prandini explained, "By leveraging agricultural waste from crops
and farms, mini-plants for biomethane can meet up to 12% of gas consumption in Italy. We
must shift from a system that produces waste and pollution towards a new circular economy
model where production is also carried out by leveraging existing waste, with an evolution that
represents a significant part of the efforts to modernise and transform the Italian and European
economy, driving it in a more sustainable direction that combines economic development, social
inclusion and the environment."
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Biomethane is derived from biogas, a renewable energy source that can be produced and
consumed in the form of compressed natural gas (CNG) or liquefied natural gas (LNG) and can
contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions as well as assist in agricultural and
agri-food development, sectors that play a strategic role in Italian growth from an economic,
employment and renewable energy production perspective.
The collaboration between the parties aims to promote the construction of new biomethane
production plants. Coldiretti includes 1.6 million associates and is the largest organisation
representing agricultural entrepreneurs at a national and European level. It will deal with the
dissemination among its member companies of a management model for agricultural
byproducts and waste, allowing them to be used as raw materials in biomethane production.
Eni will focus on its production, transportation and input both in the Italian sales network and in
networks dedicated to the same associated companies, as well as offering Coldiretti associates
proposals to use alternative fuels with low levels of carbon dioxide emissions for vehicles used
in agricultural activities. Experts at Eni and Coldiretti will work to further develop the
collaboration, tasked with defining feasibility studies that will aim to identify the various types of
associated companies, particularly those that have the ability to create systems for biomethane
production.
The agreement between Eni and Coldiretti is a cornerstone in the evolution of the linear
economy system, which starts from matter and ends with waste, towards a circular economy
model based on a new paradigm between the environment and economy in which today's
products are tomorrow's resources.
The Under-secretary to the Presidency of the Council Guido Guidesi witnessed the
agreement's signing as a government representative from Lodi and not only highlighted the
importance of the agreement, but also noted that the venue chosen for its signing was not
accidental: "Research and agriculture, the sectors respectively represented by Eni and
Coldiretti, meet here in the Padano Technology Park of Lodi, a place dedicated to the pillars of
innovation. I am certain that Lodi can play a key role not just in terms of the collaboration
between these two bodies, but also in helping to promote synergy between other bodies and
associations. Lodi is increasingly becoming a capital of research and agriculture, also thanks
to the support of the new veterinary university."
The rise of the circular economy offers companies the opportunity to create considerable
economic benefits and become more competitive, but also to achieve significant energy savings
and benefits for the environment, create new jobs, offer opportunities for social integration, all
while maximising the use of all raw materials, products and waste, thereby reducing waste and
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing energy efficiency and the development of technologies
in the sustainable fuel sector.
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